
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



120 

96. Proposed by B. F. FINKEL, A. II., M. So., Professor of Mathematics and Physios in Drnry College, 

Springfield, Mo. 

A random straight line is drawn across a square; find the chance that it intersects 
two opposite sides. [From Byerly's Integral Calculus, page 209]. 

*** Solutions of these- problems should be sent to B. F. Finkel not later than June 10. 



MECHANICS. 

107. Proposed by II. E. GEABEB, Student, Heidelberg University, Tiffin, 0. 

Two particles attracting each other inversely as the square of their distance apart, 
are constrained to move in straight lines which intersect each other at right angles. How 
long will it take for the particles to meet and how far does each particle move f 

108. Proposed by F. P. MATZ, M. Sc, Ph. D., Professor of Mathematics and Astronomy in Irving College, 
Mechanicsbarg, Pa. 

Can it be shown, as a result of Kepler's third law, that the distances are inversely 
proportional to the squares of the velocities ? 

«*# Solutions of these problems should be sent to B. F. Finkel not later than June 10. 



BOOKS AND PERIODICALS. 



The Teaching of Elementary Mathematics. By David Eugene Smith, Prin- 
cipal of the State Normal School at Brockport, New York. 8vo. Cloth, xv + 312 
pages. Price, $1.00. New York : The Macmillan Company. 

In this book may be found the answer to such questions as these : Whence came 
the subject of mathematics ? Why am I teaching it ? How has it been taught ? What 
should I read to prepare for my work ? Any book which answers these questions to the 
entire satisfaction of the teacher and the student is worthy of a high place in the category 
of educational works. One will find in this work an excellent treatment of the various 
methods of teaching arithmetic,algebra, and geometry , and in this respect it is of inestima- 
ble value to all teachers of elementary mathematics. 

Not only is this book of great value to teachers of mathematics, but to all those who 
have under their direction the formulation of courses of study. It is to be hoped that this 
work will help to dispel that insane notion yet quite prevalent even among professed edu- 
cators that mathematics has only utilitarian value, that only so much of it ought to be 
studied as will be used in the general affiairs of life. Yet these very same educators see 
no incongruity in spending five or six years in the study of Greek, or Sanskrit, or Hebrew, 
or Archeology, even though the student expected to study medicine. It is admitted that 
a large part of practical arithmetic is not generally applicable to ordinary .business, and 
hence is quite impractical, yet it by no means follows that it may not serve a valuable 
purpose. "Hamlet may bring us neither food nor clothing, and yet a knowledge of 
Shakespeare is valuable to every one. It is a matter of no moment in the business affiairs 
of most men that they know where the Caucasus Mountains are, or which .way the Bhine 
flows, or who Cromwell was, and yet we cannot afford to be ignorant of these facts." This 
is the proper view. Mathematics should be studied and cultivated for its own sake; for 
the culture and discipline it gives the mind; for the ethical effect its study produces on 
the mind of man. Since mathematics is becoming more and more the means by which the 



